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The Humane Society
of the United States
New Jersey Branch, Inc.

News
AUTUMN 1974

Record Annual Meeting
The annual spring meeting of H.S.U.S.- N.J.
Branch, held at the Town and Campus, Union, N.J.,
attracted a large turnout of humanitarians represent
ing every area of the state. The main speaker was Mr.
John Dommers, Education Director of the H.S.U.S.
Norma Terris Humane Education Center, who pre
sented a creative and colorful program on new tech
niques in humane education, the real, long-range hope
for attainment of our objectives.
Highlighting the affair was the presentation of
awards to distinguished persons in the state for con
tributions to the humane cause. Assemblyman John H.
Froude received an award for his work on the bill to
prohibit the sale of turtles, baby chicks, rabbits, duck
lings, and other fowl under 2 months of age ( when
such animals are intended for use as household pets).
Mrs. Lois Stevenson received a well-deserved
award for her work over the years as a columnist pro
moting animal welfare. Mrs. Stevenson later com
mented, "This is an honor I will always cherish."
Two policemen, Officer John Ralicky and Officer
Joseph Bizub, of Elmwood Park, received awards for
their compassion and attention shown to a dog injured
on the highway. This was brought to the Board of
Directors' attention in newspaper publicity.
Fred Stevenson, former Branch President, pre
sented the coveted Humanitarian of the Year Award to
Mrs. Evie Kramer of Gillette. Mrs. Kramer was pri
marily responsible for getting an injunction to stop the
public deer hunt in the Great Swamp National Wild-
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Joseph Bizub, John Ralicki, Evie Kramer, Assemblyman
John H. Froude, Helen Froude and Lois Stevenson.

life Refuge last December. President of Deer Inc., Mrs.
Kramer has concern for all animals and spends many
hours placing stray cats and dogs in her own township.
Mrs. Suzanne Young, Director for Wildlife and
Conservation, provided the concerned audience with a
detailed account of her own experiences in animal
rescue and pursuit of violators of laws protecting
wildlife.
The progress of our state's first spay clinic was re
ported by Mrs. Charles Clausing.
Miss Alice Blackburn, Director of Education,
brought everyone up to date on promotion of Humane
Education through the use of education kits and plans
for a booth at the New Jersey Education Association
Convention which is held in Atlantic City every year.

Court Rules for New Jersey Branch
In a June 13 ruling Superior Court
Judge Peter Ciolino found, in a suit
filed 16 months ago by the New Jer
sey Branch of H. S.U. S., that the
make-up of the New Jersey State Fish
and Game Council was unconstitu
tional in that the selection process for
membership on the Council violated
the equal protection clause of both the
U. S. and New Jersey Constitutions.
Heretofore, the 1 1 member Coun
cil consisted of three farmers, six
sportsmen and two commercial fisher
men. The H. S.U. S. - New Jersey
Branch argued selection of the Council
members was delegated by State law

to special interest groups only and
confined to members of organizations
that have a financial interest in pro
moting hunting and fishing. Other or
ganizations and individuals, although
tax payers, were not accorded an op
portunity to sit on the Council and
participate in land management and
wildlife ecology policy.
Joining H. S.U. S. - New
Jersey
Branch in the suit were two private
citizens, Mrs. Basil Peter J. Andrews,
Tenafly, and Mr. Fred Ferber, West
Milford. The Sierra Club was the
fourth plaintiff in -the action with the
American Civil Liberties Union, New-

ark, N. J., acting as their attorneys.
The New Jersey Council of
Churches filed a "friend of the court"
brief on behalf of the plaintiffs and
their attorney was recognized at the
April 15 Paterson Trial.
"In effect," A. Michael Rubin, at
torney for the New Jersey Branch, said
after the verdict was issued, "we asked
the court to declare that in the future
the only criterion for consideration
for appointment to the Council will
be a statutory requirement of knowl
edge and interest in the conservation
of fish and game. This is what Judge
Ciolino's decision achieves."
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A PO-LICE PROJECT
TO HELP ANIMALS

A corrp_re p.si.�_aJ�titled,
�:irials...::.. Laws, Habits, · Pro?1ems-,
\
/ Handling," written by Branch dire�or)
Valerie Maxwell)s bem� re:"1se�an-d
soon w1l1oeready for d1stnbut10n to
all police chiefs in the state. The
Branch seeks to facilitate police efforts
on behalf of animals, by providing in
formation to simplify procedures in
dealing with a variety of animal prob
lems, encourage more humane hand
ling of animals, and increase safety
of personnel. The values of common
species of wildlife in the eco-system
are outlined.
The manual developed from a
pilot project in which the Humane
Society of Bergen County /Lost Pet,
Inc., the Police and Fire Academy of
Bergen County and the Northern New
Jersey Veterinary Medical Association
cooperated.
Initially, a survey was conducted
in 1973 among all Bergen County
municipal police departments to de
termine what animal problems are
most commonly encountered by the
police. Sixty-seven out of th� total of
70 police departments replied. �he
manual, which covers pets and wild
life, was prepared based on the needs
indicated by the police response. Early
in 1974, a copy was sent to each police
chief in Bergen County. Subsequently,
more than a hundred additional copies
were ordered.
As an adjunct, the Bergen County
Police Academy twice incorporated
courses on handling of injured animals
in its basic training programs. These
courses were conducted by represent
atives from the Veterinary Association
and the Branch. Future programs are
planned.

TRAPPING ABUSES CONTINUE
Despite the current steeljaw leg
hold ban in 10 of New Jersey's 21
counties, enforcement of trapping reg
ulations remains negligent, and blat
ant disregard for State laws persist.
The following documented examples
of animals caught in the unselective
leghold trap are among the volumin
ous cases reported to the New Jersey
Branch in 1974.

White-tailed Deer: caught in No.
4 toothed-leghold for 2 to 3 day
period. Broken left hind leg, torn
tendons just above the dewclaws. Ap
proximately 6 to 8 inches of the leg
amputated by veterinarian. (This
beaver-wolf size trap contains one
half inch steel teeth with jawspread
up to seven and one half inches, and is
illegal on land in New Jersey.) Morris
County.

Hunting Dog: caught for 3 days in
leghold. The hunter-owner stated,
"right back foot busted all up. Died
before I got her to veterinarian. Missed
two more in same area, found them
later trapped and dead. I have had a
lot of dogs caught in traps before."
Mercer County.

Cat: caught in leghold for one and
one half days. Lower jaw broken and
tongue half missing. Morris County.
Herring Gull: caught in leghold

for several hours. This Federally pro
tected bird died from trap-inflicted
injuries to its legs. Monmouth County.

Pet Dog: caught in leghold for 7
days. Both front legs injured. Fracture
of left front leg at ankle joint. Re
quired blood transfusions and 2 week
long stays at hospital. Camden County.
Cat: both front legs caught in leg
hold. One leg severed and the other
broken and hanging. Middlesex
County.

Pet Dog: caught in leghold for one
half hour. Crushed front toes. Cut
nose trying to escape. Bergen County.
Hunting Dog: caught in leghold
for approximately 5 minutes. Had sore
leg for 2 weeks. Cumberland County.
Hunting Dog: approximately 5
minutes in leghold. Bleeding teeth and
gums from biting at trap. This same
hunter had 3 of his hunting dogs
caught in leghold traps during the
past trapping season. Ocean County.
Spring, summer, fall and winter
similar cases continue to be received,
documented and, wherever possible,
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investigated by the New Jersey
Branch. The cooperation of an alert
and involved public is crucial to this
important year-round documentation
which plays a vital role in efforts to
obtain a State-wide leghold ban.
If you have ·knowledge of a trap
ping incident, you can make a major
contribution toward reducing trap
ping cruelties by filling out our special
"trapping information" form. A copy
of this form and a leaflet on the New
Jersey leghold trapping laws may be
promptly obtained by contacting the
Branch office in Elizabeth. An ad
ditional contribution can be made by
requesting a supply for your local
animal shelter or SPCA.

MODERN ANIMAL CARE. INC.
FINED

Modern Animal Care, Inc., North
Bergen, was found guilty by Munici
pal Court Judge Robert W. Bazzani
of violating New Jersey health laws in
"allowing and maintaining an accumu
lation of garbage and dead animals
on its premises."
The complaint was filed by David
Kelly, a North Bergen Board of Health
inspector. He was sent to Modern Ani
mal Care last May after complaints
were made by The Humane Society
of the United States; New Jersey
Branch, Inc., and others. Mrs. Pearl
Krupp of the New Jersey Branch and
Mrs. Frances Stagg of tl).e Bergen
County Society, appalled at the exist
ing conditions, brought the situation
to the public's attention.
The trial lasting four days was at
tended by many animal welfare
groups in the area.
Judge Bazzani stated, "I find as
a matter of fact that there were nu
merous dead animal carcasses in and
around the premises of the defend
ent . . ." Rose McKinstry, manager of
Modern Animal Care until it closed,
testified that carcasses were lying in
the open for three weeks.
Representatives of Associated Hu
mane Societies of Newark testified on
behalf of Modern Animal Care at the
trial. HSUS members testified for the
town of North Bergen.

NOTE

Dr. Shomer joins Advisory Board

The Board of Directors has an
nounced that Robert R. Shomer,
V.M.D. of Teaneck has joined our
Advisory Board. We will hear more
about him in January.

THE AMAZING BEAVER
The history of the beaver in this
country is a story of merciless per
secution by man. Ernest Thompson
Seton, early naturalist, wrote: "The
Beaver millions flourished till the
white man came with his ruthless
all-destroying contrivances, and in
satiable greed."
Thousands of beavers are still trap
ped annually in the United States.
Beavers are almost gone from New
Jersey. The few who remain are har
assed as nuisances or trapped for sport
and profit during a legal February sea
son whicli allows 40 trappers to kill
three beavers each. During past sea
sons the legal limit was not taken,
presumably because there weren't
enough beavers around.
The beaver, one of the largest
members of the rodent family, may
grow to 40 inches in length, including
tail, and weigh 50 pounds or more. His
flat tail is about a foot or more long
and 6 inches wide. Built closer to the
ground than a dachshund, the beaver
has powerful jaws and shoulder mus
cles which make him an excellent
lumberjack.
The beaver mates for life. His
greatest asset, aside from his loving
and faithful disposition, is his engi
neer's mind. He builds dams which
keep streams at optimum levels for
the benefit of all. He is highly intell
igent and hard-working, and lives at
peace with other animals.
The beaver has brown outer fur,
long and silky, and an undercoat of
gray fur that is dense and soft. He
keeps his fur groomed and oiled, so
that water rarely reaches his skin.
Although he cannot see very far, he
has a keen sense of hearing and of
smell, being extremely alert to danger.
The beaver's nostrils and ears are
equipped with valves which close
when he submerges in water; over his
eyes slide transparent eyelids like un
derwater goggles. Extra large lungs
and liver store much air and oxygen
ated blood, allowing him to stay sub
merged up to 15 minutes if necessary.
A beaver seldom stays long out of
water. He is a superb swimmer, using
his large webbed hind feet and paddle
like tail to propel him swiftly, while
he keeps his small hands bunched at
his breast. When working, he often
totes a long stick in his teeth while
holding a double handful of mud un
der his chin. Up the side of his lodge
he walks like a man, keeping balance
with the aid of his flat tail dragging
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behind. He keeps his lodge and dams
constantly repaired, and underwater
canals open, even in winter.
Beaver kittens, normally two to
six, are born fully furred, eyes open,
usually in May every year. They take
to water at once, in the pool inside
their lodge. The father brings into the
lodge, roots and tender leaves for the
kittens and mother to eat, and bark
and twigs which the mother shreds for
bedding. Later the father helps train
the kittens and stays in the lodge with
them while the mother goes out to
eat. After about two weeks the young
emerge from the lodge and soon follow
their parents to favorite feeding and
working places. For two years the
young stay with their parents, playing
and working along with them, and
helping take care of younger brothers
and sisters. Then they leave to make
homes of their own.
The time to preserve a species is
while it is still common. For the
beaver, that time is already past. But
there are still a few left, and it's not
too late to try. Before the last beaver
in New Jersey has ended up as a pelt
on a drying board, let's take action.
Humane legislators have intro
duced Bill A. 1302 to outlaw beaver
trapping in New Jersey. They need
our support. The beaver should be as
much a part of our waterways as the
water itself. May our children and
their children know the thrill of having
a beaver swim up, murmur a greeting
and allow them to stroke soft living
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fur, on the bank of a stream whose
waters are regulated by nature's engi
neer, the beaver.

RAFFLE WINNERS

1st Prize-$500 trip to resort of choice
Ms. Joyce Cossaboon
Elmer, New Jersey

2nd Prize-TV set

Mrs. Renee Sappington (member)
Ridgewood, New Jersey

3rd Prize-AM/FM radio

Mr. Paul Bohay (member)
South Bound Brook, New Jersey

Proceeds are to carry on the Soci
eties activities, in wildlife protection,
humane slaughter, animal legisla:tion,
pet over-population and humane edu
cation.
Grey Owl, a Canadian woodsman,
turned from trapping beavers to
protecting them after he and his
wife raised two orpham beaver
kittens and got to know them as
individuals. He wrote: "They
seemed to be almost like little folk
from some other planet, whose
language we could not yet quite
understand."
An organization to protect beavers
has been formed in New Jersey.
For more information on how to
help, contact The Beaver Defend
ers, Newfield, N.J. 08344.

Jackman Bill Maior Victory

ALERT!
The magnificent response from H.S.U.S. Branch
members and friends on Assembly 1699 and Senate
654 is having an important impact on this issue. We
must, however, remain on constant alert! Market prices
for wild furs continue to be the highest since World
War II, �ith the big buying surge coming from Europe
and Japan. During the 197 3-74 trapping season, trap
pers in New Jersey received nearly $40 for red fox,
$22 for gray fox, $16 for raccoon, and $1.30 for weasel.
If you have not already done so, please take a few
minutes, using the following Fact Sheet as a guide, to
register your concern. The names and addresses of
your representatives and your correct district may be
obtained by calling toll-free "Legislative Information
Service Number " 800-792-86 30.

FACTS ON A.1699 AND S.654
CONTROLS OR REGULATIONS ARE NOT
STIPULATED

1. A.1699/S.654 provide for un
restricted killing of foxes, raccoons and
weasels on farms throughout New Jer
sey.
2. A.1699/S.654 re-introduce the
vicious, steel-jaw leghold trap in coun
ties where prohibited. The leghold
does not kill instantly and is a mutilat
ing device causing intense suffering.
3. A. 1699/S.654 require no proof
of damage. A mere "threat" is suf
ficient.
4. A.1699/S.654 place no limita
tions on manner of kill: allow unre
strained use of steel-jaw leghold traps,
poison bait, gassing and other cruel,
painful and potentially dangerous
methods.
5. A. 1699/S.654 allow for use of
"agents" to eradicate foxes, raccoons
and weasels on farms. Agents are not
required against these three species.
6. A.1699/S.654 place no restric
tions on killing during gestation period.
Yet, foxes, raccoons and weasels have
only one litter of young annually.

The official New Jersey trapping
season starts on Nov. 15, 1974
in areas north and west of U.S.
Route 1 and on December 1, 1974
in areas south and east of U.S.
Route 1, continuing State-wide
until March 15, 1975.
Steeljaw leghold traps are prohib
ited in Bergen, Burlington, Cam
den, Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Mid
dlesex, Morris, Passaic and Union.

Woodchuck (ground hog) dead in leghold trap

FARM DAMAGE �ROM FOX, RACCOON
AND WEASEL

1. Despite a request to the Division
of Fish, Game and Shell Fisheries for
an official list of complaints on damage
from fox, raccoon and weasel, response
· has not been forthcoming.
2. Semi-wild dog packs and un
restrained pet dogs are the increas
ingly serious cause of farm livestock
losses. S.P.C.A. field inspections verify
most livestock losses attributed to fox,
raccoon and weasel are caused by
stray dogs.
3. The seldom observed weasel
preys primarily on rats and rarely dis
turbs barnyard flocks. Common barn
rats, however, engage in extensive
poultry kills.
THE ALTERNATIVE

1. Cage traps provide that non
target animals can be released un
harmed. Target animals can be trans
ported and released in depleted areas,
or, humanely destroyed.
2. The cage type trap has proved
efficient in live-capturing raccoons and
weasels. Homemade or commercial
cage traps, properly sited and baited,
are readily set up at point of entry.
a. Raccoons are simply cage trap
ped. Their great curiosity and
their omniverous traits result in
a variety of baits taken with
little hesitation.
b. Weasels readily enter cage traps
baited with meat, fish or scent
lure.
3. Cage or box-trapping of fox can
be successfully accomplished to pre
vent predation. Fox are difficult to
cage trap in open country.
a. Farms experiencing fox damage
should keep the b·ap set con
tinuously. Scent-lures and fox
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urine are irresistible baits and
the animal will enter the cage
without fear.
4. State law ah-eady provides re
lief to farmers, who can shoot or box
trap a marauding fox, raccoon or
weasel.
BENEFIT OF FOX, RACCOON AND
WEASEL TO THE FARMER

1. Foxes and weasels are superb
mousers. Rodents destructive to grain
and crops comprise over 90% of their
diet; the raccoon seldom passes an op
portunity to capture mice.
2. N.J. orchardists have long de
fended the economic benefit of the fox
and weasel in combating girdling dam
age of fruit trees.
3. Fox, raccoon and weasel all con
sume great quantities of beetles, crick
ets and grasshoppers.
4. Foxes will kill weasels at every
opportunity. This inter-prey relation
ship provides natural ecological bal
ance on farmlands.
A special reward fund has been
set up by H.S.U.S.- New Jersey
Branch. This fund will be used
as a deterrent in crimes involving
animals. The first major reward
was listed in the Newark Star
Ledger when it was alleged that
the Matawan Dolphin had been
shot. "Even though dolphins are
protected under Federal Law, this
cruel act points out the need for
state legislation that would fully
protect marine mammals that
come into New Jersey waters."
Anyone wishing to participate in
this newest Branch activity is
asked to indicate "Rewards" on
checks and gifts.

Some two legged creatures may
have considered last July 29 one of the
"Dog Days", but for the dogs them
selves-and other four legged creatures
-it was "emancipation day", as one
member of H.S.U.S. New Jersey
Branch, phrased it. Governor Brendan
T. Byrne signed into law that day New
Jersey Assembly Bill No. 895, some
times referred to as the Jackrrian Bill
after its' sponsor, Assemblyman Chris
topher J. Jackman of Hudson County.
Your New Jersey Branch Board of
Directors endorsed the bill after its'
introduction last January by the Hud
son County Democrat. Humanitarians
throughout the state have hailed the
basic thrust of the bill which makes it
a "disorderly persons offense" under
New Jersey law to sell or otherwise
make available for the purpose of ex
perimentation any dog or other animal
impounded as a stray.

While the New Jersey Branch con
siders the legislation a landmark, it
remains only a start in the right direc
tion. We need the cooperation of local
citizens in reporting any violations of
the new law. Additionally, it is the
opinion of your Board of Directors
that the bill would benefit with a
change in one phrase which provides
that any dog impounded for 7 days
after notice of seizure has been prob
erly issued to any known owner may
be"-destroyed in manner causing as
little pain as possible." Ideally, the
phrase should have read"-to be dis
posed of by methods prescribed as
humane by the American and New
Jersey Veterinary Medical Associ
ation.
New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 895
makes the Garden State the fourth
state to have laws protecting animals
from being sold for experimentation.

CALF SLAUGHTER

do not permit unnecessary and un
justified cruelty to animals as the case
law under most anti-cruelty statutes
will clearly indicate. Unless the At
torney General of Wisconsin can say
as a legal matter that those in the state
who are hard pressed economically
may violate Wisconsin law in order
to gain sympathy for and recognition
of their plight then it is quite clear
that the Attorney General has an ab
solute obligation to prosecute the
demonstrators.
President Ford announced on Octo
ber 16 that he had met with the farm
representatives. His agreement to con
sult could be misconstrued as an in
dication that this form of public black
mail does succeed. Since there is a de
clared intent on the part of the Wis
consin perpetrators to murder an
other 1,000 calves if demands are not
met and since they are urging a re
peat of this despicable performance
throughout the nation, it is mandatory
that the rules of law be clearly and
quickly affirmed by the Wisconsin
Attorney General. The public sacri
fice of living creatures can be no more
condoned than the universally con
demned secret ritualistic slaughter.
We will appreciate hearing prompt
ly that you have used your office to
intervene with the Wisconsin Con
gressional delegation and the two Wis
consin Senators in enforcing the crim
inal statutes of the State of Wisconsin.
In behalf of the Humane Society
of the United States, New Jersey
Branch."
W. A. Schneider

The following letter was sent to all
members of the New Jersey Congres
sional Delegation.

"Dear ......:
Hundreds of thousands of humani
tarians in the United States demand
enforcement of Wisconsin anticruelty
laws and prosecution of those respon
sible for and participating in the cruel
act surrounding the brutal and in
humane killing of young calves on
October 15 at Curtis, Wisconsin.
It is one thing to sympathize with
the farmers' economic plight. It is
quite another to cruelly and brutally
maltreat hundreds of young calves by:
(a) callously loading animals, many
apparently a few hours or clays old,
into sacks for transport.
(b) bouncing young animals hardly
able or unable to stand across rural
areas in trucks much prior to normal
transport age for calves.
(c) inhumanely holding animals for
hours while political and publicity de
cisions are being made, not the least
of which being the planned arrival of
the press and TV and
(d) dragging and throwing animals
from the rear of trucks again for a
single-minded publicity purpose caus
ing them to await their own execution
quaking and terror-stricken by the
explosions of guns, watching other
calves' brains being blown out, throats
cut and still writhing carcasses being
kicked into a trench.
Wisconsin and the other 49 states
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SUIT FILED AGAINST
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Your New Jersey Branch went into
Federal Disb·ict Court October 1 1th
to stop hunting endangered migratory
waterfowl. Wildlife organizations say
Federal regulations for hunting migra
tory birds including clucks, geese, rails,
swans and cranes were issued in viola
tion of Federal law. Also the regula
tions allow the use of lead shot in
hunting migratory game birds al
though published Federal data shows
thousands of game birds, including
endangered species, are poisoned from
ingesting lead shot each year.
We claim no provisions are in Fed
eral regulations protecting endangered
black cluck, and hunting times set
from 30 minutes before sunrise
make the identification of protected
reel head and canvasback clucks im
possible. Bag limits on clapper rail,
king rail and other wild fowl have not
considered the declining population,
bag limits on little brown cranes will
drastically reduce populations of en
dangered sandhill cranes and whoop
ing cranes, who migrate with little
brown cranes. The special teal season,
wherein the Federal government rec
ognizes the extreme difficulty a hunter
experiences in game recognition fur
ther points up the fact that hunters
shoot first, identify later.
The U. S. government placed such
emphasis on the case and its outcome
that it called the Hon. Nathaniel Reed,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, as
its lead-off witness. Testimony for
the endangered wild fowl will be
given by plaintiff organizations. Mrs.
Graham C. Young of Monroe, an ac
knowledged expert in endangered
species identification and a director
of the New Jersey Branch, will testify.
Persons interested in supporting this
legal action should send contributions
to - WATERFOWL, HSUS, 1140 East
Jersey St., Elizabeth, N. J. 07201.

"AND A LITTLE CHILD
S HALL LEAD US . • . "

Disillusion and frustration are the
daily companions of most of us who
work for animal welfare. The magni
tude of cruelty and neglect at times
seems crushing. There are relatively
few people actively participating in an
effort to reduce suffering. Too fre
quently, even compassionate members
of the general public simply "do not
want to become involved. "
There are exceptions and, among
these, we have found young people
often are the most outstanding human
itarians because they put their concern
into action. Recently, the determined
actions of four young people from
different parts of the state were di
rectly responsible for stopping animal
suffering caused by use of traps.
In one incident, a 12-year-old girl
wrote the Branch an intelligent and
detailed letter, reporting that a juv
enile was setting unidentified leghold
traps, trapping out of season, checldng
traps only once a week, and had falsi
fied his age in purchasing a trapping
license. Investigation is underway in
this case and appropriate action is
expected shortly.
In a second incident, an 1 1-year
old boy witnessed, on two occasions,
cage-trapped skunks being drowned
by a man. The boy telephoned the
police who called the Branch. The
New Jersey S.P.C.A., Bergen County
Branch, was called and the enforce
ment officer issued a strong warning to
the man that he would be prosecuted
if a further complaint was lodged.
The third incident involved two
14-year-old boys who witnessed a mut
ilated squirrel struggling in a leghold
trap set in a tree. One boy called the
Branch. The case was referred to the
New Jersey S.P.C.A., Bergen County
Branch, which prosecuted the trapper
both on cruelty and illegal use of leg
hold traps. One boy testified in court,
"The trap was chained around the tree
and the squirrel was running around
the tree. I rang the doorbell and (the
defendant) came out. I asked him,
would you release the squirrel . . . if
you're not going to release the squirrel,
kill it quick and he said, no, and I
said why are you going to let it suffer?
Because he says . . . it makes us suffer. "
The defendant was fined $200 and
$40 costs, a precedent in trapping
cases.
These sensitive and courageous
young people are an inspiration. Their
attitudes and actions can be summed
up by a letter received by the Branch
from a 13-year-old girl. She wrote,

EASTER CHICK BILL
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR

Collar size should be chosen with
care as puppies grow fast and neck
girth expands. Photo shows deep fur
row wound on upper neck of dog, a
victim of unyielding chain collar
which tightened as he grew.

Three days before Easter, Gov
ernor Brendan Byrne signed into law
a bill that will stop the sale of Easter
turtles, chicks, rabbits, ducks and other
waterfowl.
The bill introduced by Assembly
man Froude was the focus of strong
opposition by farmer interests last year
when it passed the Assembly too late
to go before the Senate.
Once again the H. S.U. S. - N. J.
Branch by dispersing educational and
legislative information has helped to
bring about the end to suffering of
millions of chicks, turtles, rabbits,
ducks and other waterfowl.
Activity by our membership was
.
mstrumental in making this bill a
reality. Members from as far as Florida
responded and according to Assembly
man Froude he received more mail
about this bill than any other! Thanks
to all our membership-Job Well Done!

LEG IS LA TIVE NEWS
A.225

Passed the Assembly 75-0, now in
Senate; prohibits killing of harbor
seals.

S . 5 3 7 & S. 1 2 8 8

Both greatly increase the number of
persons qualified to pursue and deal
with cruelty; will probably be com
bined.
S. 1 2 1 6

Reduction of unwanted dog popula
tion by permitting reduced license fees
for neutered animals and higher fees
for unaltered animals. Does not apply
to dogs in licensed kennels, pet shops,
pounds and shelters.
S.654 & A. 1 699

Pathetic dog in photo exhibits late
stages of malnutrition. Creature was
one of survivors in New Jersey Pound
and later had to be euthanized.
HS US Branch members were instru
mental in dealing with cruelty of
both cases pictured above.

"Trapping is a Sport to most people,
but to some it is a heartache, because
the animals they love are being trap
ped and killed. Some animals survive
only long enough to be beaten to
death by the people who trapped the
animal. I'm glad that no one around
where I live traps, because we have
lots of animals, and I would rather
see them die a natural death than
killed by being caught in a trap. "
( Names and address are omitted
to protect these young humanitarians. )
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Permits leghold trapping on farms in

ten counties where it is now illegal.
These bills should not be passed.
A.735

Makes everyone who operates a dog
pound liable under anti-cruelty laws,
destroy dogs only when necessary and
by humane methods. Recent court
case held pounds not subject to cruelty
laws.
A . 1 302

P otects beavers from leghold trap
7
pmg. Moves them to other areas if
necessary.
A. 1 479

Prohibits leghold trapping statewide.
A. 1 463 & A. 1 5 98

Both bills would stop bounty for foxes
and wood chucks. (A. 1598 has fifty
sponsors! )

Waterfowl Face Special Hazards
Summer inevitably brings a pro
fusion of incidents in which waterfowl
are entangled in monofilament fishline,
pierced by fish hooks, snared by plastic
six pack carriers, and subjected to
other deadly abuses.
Rec�ntly in New Milford, a dis
traught caller reported to the Branch
that a Canada goose with an arrow
protruding from its leg had been on
her property near the Hackensack
River for several days. The bird was
netted by a Branch director and taken
to a veterinarian for examination. The
"arrow " was a stick attached to fish
line, tied in five strands, wrapped
around, knotted and embedded in the
upper portion of the bird's right leg,
close to the body. Extensive swelling
was evident above the tied line and,
after removal, there was bleeding as
the line had cut very deeply into the
leg. Except for a limp, the bird re
covered following treatment and a
week's rest.
Another Canada goose, actually
shot by an arrow, was not so fortunate.
Mrs. Carolyn Nants, volunteer worker
for the Humane Society of Bergen
County/Lost Pet, Inc., netted him on
a Paramus golf course. The bird died
on route to the veterinarian. Examina
tion revealed that, at least two days
prior to capture, the arrow had pierced
the gastrointestinal tract, causing in
ternal hemorrhaging.
A month earlier in Haworth, after
many hours of effort, Mrs. Nants and
her son netted a Canada goose whose
legs were inextricably tangled in fish
line. Although the left leg was deeply
cut, the bird recovered.
At a Ridgewood pond, during the
same period, a mallard with a fish
hook in his foot and a goose with a
hook in his bill were reported. The
goose was captured after several days.
The mallard disappeared.
These incidents are not confined
to any one part of the state. In Middle
sex County in July, a severely in
capacitated herring gull was rescued.

P H OT O

BY O X F O R D ST U D I O

The gull was trussed in fishline, hooks
and lead sinkers. One hook was em
bedded in his left nosh·il with a line
attached which led to a second hook
caught in his left wing. The wing butt
was rubbed raw and was bleeding.
The line with two sinkers attached
then led down to a third hook, deeply
embedded in the left leg. The bird
was treated by a Branch director ( Mrs.
Graham C. Young) and released 24
hours later, limping but well on the
way to recovery.
The problem is rampant. After at
tempts by a number of people for
more than a week to capture a fishline
entangled goose in a Bergen County

P H OTO

BY

G R A H A M YO U N G

I want to prevent cruelty and suffering and further the work of
the H S U S, New Jersey Branch.
to be used to make your work possible.
Enclosed is $ . .
( Contributions of $5.00 or more entitle you to a voting membership in
The Humane Society of the United States )
Na me ___________ _ - -- --------------------------·--·----- - ----------------------Ad d ress _________________________________
C ity, State, Z i p------------

---- ----- ------ ----------
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park, James A. McFaul, Executive
Director, County Park Commission,
stated, "This is it. We've had too many
of these incidents. " Mr. McFaul added
that the plastic six pack carriers are
particularly dangerous; park attend
ants find waterfowl with the plastic
wrapped around their necks.
Plastic and monofilament fishline
will not decompose in water. When a
bird is caught, he tends to pull at the
line or plastic. His attempts to free
himself usually tighten the obstruction.
Circulation is impaired and a slow,
excruciating death is almost inevitable.
Authorities believe many cases
simply are the result of irresponsible
littering. Fishermen leave unwanted
hooks and lines and picnickers care
lessly discard trash. The numbers of
cases are so great, however, it is prob
able that some waterfowl are de
liberately tied and snared.
The plight of these birds is especi
ally poignant as they are very difficult
to rescue. The majority cannot be
captured and assisted until their in
juries have reached advanced stages.

SPECIAL WINTER ARCHERY
SEASON ON DEER CANCELLED

In spite of heavy pressure from the
Bureau of Wildlife Management for a
proposed State-wide bow and arrow
hunt in January 1975, the Fish and
Game Council voted against the advice
of its own "wildlife managers. "
One of the factors behind this de
cision was the simple point that "man
agement, " in scheduling the 6-day
archery hunt for the same period when
small game hunters using shotguns
would still be in the field, had ignored
a potentially dangerous safety prob
lem.
Along with many humanitarians
across the State, opposition to the
special hunt also came from hunters
representing New Jersey's southern
counties where the deer herd has been
in short supply for many years. The
principle factors affecting the deer
shortage in the lower counties has
been the combination of poor soil and
habitat, an unprecedent amount of
illegal killing, forest fires, and gang
hunting. One hunter summed it up
this way, "The Division of Fish and
Game has not proven that there is an
overcrowded situation. We do know
that there are definitely not enough
deer. There has not been a complete
survey, therefore, we do not believe
that a special season should be held.
With poaching at an all-time high
and meat prices up, our deer herd is
already very low. "

ltlighty Woof
Mighty Woof ruled his household
with high-footed excess of temperament;
safe within his carpeted castle,
his barking echoed bravely
through the letter slot as he
practiced deep-voiced tirades at postmen.
Outside, he marched with measured tread
down parkway paths, ignoring
the ignominy of a leash,
his whiskers alerted for ca:t.
He dragged his master in pursuit
of a recalcitrant robin,
growled at greyhounds,
and made ill-tempered comments
on the patent stupidity of humans;
there was no bravery quite like his.
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ACROSS
Not short
To father
Pig . . . . . . . . . .
Member of N. Y. team
Flexibility
Barn yard sound
Sea bird
Mayor Asian city
Another word for per
Configuration
Article of apparel
At bat
Eastern state ( abbrev ) .
Mineral spring
Flightless bird
Relent ( 2 words )
Fill tires with this
Nothing
Large container
Strong wind
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DOWN
Candid
Not old
Grinding of teeth
Permeate
Actual
Flight chart entry
Smooth, shiny
Time period
Longing for
Choose
Pronoun
Turn away
News agency ( abbrev. )
Part of window
To vend
Consume
Mama . . . . . . . .
By way of

But alone in the house as darkness fell,
his courage left him. He became
a fearful, small gray dog with shaggy whiskers
who sought the safety of a forbidden chair,
watching with wary eyes the growing shadows,
awaiting with anxious ear the familiar key.
M O D E R N M AT U R I T Y - A R P

Marion Bradle y
Portland, Ore.

(Answer to puzzle on page 5)

NOTE
New D i rector is Selected

At press time Ms. Austenberg an
nounced the appointment of William
Schneider of Scotch Plains as Execu
tive Director. More on Mr. Schneider
in the next issue.

YOUTH AWARD
This year The H.S.U.S. - New
Jersey Branch is pleased to be
presenting their first Youth Award.
This will be presented to a young
person who has . in the Directors
view showed courage or helped to
alleviate suffering of animals un
der unusual circumstances.
If you know of such a young per
son please send name, address,
and details of events to New Jer
sey Branch office.
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